
Western Society of Weed Science 
1938 to 2021 ad hoc WSWS History Committee members:

Vanelle Peterson (chair), Phil Banks, Rod Lym, and Don Morishita

Sources used
New Edition of the Western Society of Weed Science History

Contents include: (1) Scanned copy of Dr. Arnold Appleby’s 
book; (2) 1993 to 2021 meeting summaries with Fellows;           
(3) histories of the Weeds of the West, Research Progress 
Reports, the Noxious Weed Short Course, What’s New in 
Industry, the Presidential gavel-hoe, Scholarships, and lists of 
Presidents, Fellows, Honorary members, Past Board of Directors 
Officers, Editors, Business Managers and Treasurers, Award 
winners, plus Dr. Appleby’s Herbicide Company “Genealogy”,  
and more.
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Student Participation
1983 1st Student paper competition and 1993 1st Student poster competition

Over 400 students have participated! (416)

2004 1st Undergraduate Student contest (included in total above )

2003 1st Student Night Out

Thanks to then-President Jill Schroeder, Steve Dewey & Lisa Boggs (Student rep)

2006 1st Graduate student meeting and breakfast held

2006 – 2008 Student representatives on the Board of Directors

Non-voting: Dirk Baker (chair 2007), Angela Kazmierczak (chair 2008), and Todd Gaines 

2008- 2009 1st student member as voting member of the Board

Melissa Bridges, Student Liaison chair  

2012 Outstanding Student Scholarship renamed the Elena Sanchez Outstanding 
Student Scholarship – funded by the Student Silent Auction

2016 Formation of the Rita Beard Endowment Foundation (Travel scholarship )

Melissa Bridges, Dirk 
Baker, and Todd Gaines 
Past Student Liaisons 


