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WSWS Officer and Committee Report (Portland Summer Meeting 2009)
Office or Committee Name:  Education Committee 
Officer or Chairperson Name and Committee Members:  Kassim Al-Khatib, Carol Mallory-Smith, Scott Nissen, Bill Dyer, Tracy Sterling, Celestine Duncan

Date of Preparation (include year):  July 1, 2009
Activities during the Year:  Due the transition of this committee from Ad-hoc to standing committee and also to be consistent with the new SOP for this committee, the committee discussed opportunities to broaden committee activities to serve WSWS members and weed science in general. Therefore, the committee recommends:
· With the rotation described in the new SOP and to revitalize the committee, new members should be sought; new members should include individuals interested in teaching and outreach, and also should include members from industry, consultant, and student.  Current members have served for about eight years and are willing to continue to serve, if needed to provide historical perspective and continuity. However, new members are needed to inject new ideas and directions. 
· The contact person for the standing committee now is the Education Section Chair who needs to harmonize and improve the interface among those working on Educational initiatives in the WSWS.
· Although the Short Course is now a component of this standing committee, its coordinator should still present a separate report because the Short Course is run independently.  We recommend that the operating guide be changed to indicate that “the coordinator of the Noxious Weed Short Course will report directly to the President”.
The Distance Education has met its long-term goal of developing web-based Weed Science educational materials for multiple type learners.  Many lessons have been developed and we thank Tony White for keeping the links up to date (see WSWS web site - http://www.wsweedscience.org/Lessons/lessons.asp).  Additional lessons are being prepared for consideration of publication.  We continue to work with Deana Namuth to upgrade the lessons and correct any glitches. 
Using these materials, Bill Dyer, Scott Nissen, and Tracy Sterling have offered a shared, graduate-level Herbicide Physiology course (PSPP 546 Herbicide Physiology) via Distance Education from Montana State University in Fall 2006, 2007, and 2008  (http://btc.montana.edu/courses/aspx/descrip3.aspx?TheID=104). 
Enrollment for this entirely on-line course has been from across the U.S. and Canada:

Fall 2006, 9 students from AZ, CO, MO, MT, OR, and Saskatchewan; fall 2007, 8 students from CA, CO, IA, MT, and VA; fall 2008, 15 students from CO, FL, ID, MT, NE, and OR. Each fall, one to two of the enrolled students dropped the course because of time constraints with full-time jobs or they did not feel academically prepared for the course.  

Students came from multiple backgrounds – those seeking M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees as well as several from industry and consulting businesses and one professor.  This diversity really added to the quality of the discussions and insights shared.

Each week targets a specific MOA, using the UNL lessons as a cornerstone for fundamental knowledge with weekly on-line quizzes as well as reading of a journal article for which they answer several questions in essay format.  Additional readings are provided as ‘backgrounders’, consisting of seminal literature for review and discussion.  Asynchronous discussion is a core of the course, for which students are graded on participation and content.  Student reviews have been very favorable with an emphasis on knowledge gained, clarity of expectations, and in-depth coverage of topics, but there was concern about too much workload; therefore, this fall’s course will have fewer homeworks and discussion postings assigned.  This fall we plan to present additional ‘real-world’ scenarios as assignments where students can apply the theory they are learning (i.e. CSI MOA) in their weekly homework.  

This 14-week course is offered every Fall semester.  The course will be advertised in WSSA and WSWS newsletters for the 2009 offering.
Recommendations for Board Action:  None 
Budget Needs:  None
Suggestions for the Future:  
The committee will focus in the coming year: 
· Consider planning a Teaching Symposium

· Continue Mode of Action Distance course (CSU, MSU)

· Consider developing a new course to target weed managers

· CA has an on-line training

· ASA has a Continuing Education course

Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Kassim Al-Khatib
PSPP 546-01: Herbicide Physiology

Online

September 4-December 7, 2008

3 graduate credits

Tuition: $729.15

Course Description:

Instructors: Profs. William Dyer, Plant Sciences & Plant Pathology, Montana State University; Tracy Sterling, Entomology, Plant Pathology, and Weed Science, New Mexico State University; Scott Nissen, Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest Management, Colorado State University

Cost: Tuition is $729.15. This should be paid to the Burns Technology Center at Montana State University at the time of registration.

Credit: 3 graduate semester credits

Prerequisites: BCHM 340 General Biochemistry (or equivalent) and PS 450 Plant Physiology (or equivalent) or instructor consent.

Time Commitment: 10 to 15 hours per week over 10 weeks. If you are unfamiliar with this field of study and/or with telecommunications, this course may require more of your time.

Target Audience: Graduate and advanced undergraduate students in Weed Science, Plant Physiology, Plant Biology, Land Reclamation, Ecology, Range Science, Agronomy, Integrated Pest Management, Conservation Biology, and related fields.  Also, land managers, agriculture industry employees, and state and federal employees desiring in-depth knowledge of herbicides and herbicide physiology may be interested.

Course Materials: This course has no textbook as all readings and activities take place online. 

For More Information: 

Please see http://btc.montana.edu/courses/aspx/descrip3.aspx?TheID=104
or contact Dr. William E. Dyer at wdyer@montana.edu.

Note: This course will be delivered using WebCT. WebCT is an online course delivery tool. You will receive more information about how to login closer to the course start date.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1136037573.doc
[image: image1.png]






