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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Summer Board Meeting – August 22-23, 2012
Office or Committee Name: Student Liaison 
Officer or Chairperson Name: Cameron Douglass
Date of Preparation (include year): August 13, 2012
Committee Activities during the Year:
· Surveyed student members of WSWS during (Samantha Ambrose conducted this informally) and immediately after the March 2011 Reno, NV meeting to: 1) gauge reactions overall to the meeting and its usefulness, but also specific aspects such as the student paper and poster competition; and 2) garner suggestions as to how to improve the competition, how to further benefit students through activities at the meeting, and how to improve communication between Student Liaison Committee and student members.  See attached survey questions and summarized answers for details, but specific points that were raised include:
· Need to improve communication about and organization of the Student Night Out, consider facilitating a ‘check in’ of participants at meeting registration;
· Hold evening events (Industry Reception, Student Night Out) on separate nights of the meeting;
· Need to more effectively communicate the guidelines for the oral paper and poster competitions;
· Consider whether it would be feasible to facilitate greater audience feedback regarding student papers and posters;
· Ensure that all participants in the student oral paper contest are asked questions, to facilitate this judges or section moderators could be given a few generic questions to use;
· Host an informal student-only site seeing or social activity;
· Post description of student liaison positions on website (since the operating guide is online maybe just post a link or highlight relevant sections).
· Draft letter to solicit donations for 2012 silent auction in San Diego, CA; particular emphasis will be placed on targeting potential donors in the Colorado Springs/Front Range regions. 
· Establish WSWS Student Group on Facebook to facilitate communication with student members (survey indicated that very few students knew of or used LinkedIn, and most members suggested they would be more apt to utilize and pay attention to communication via Facebook). 
· Assisted Corey Ransom with clarifications to and amendments of student-related portions of the WSWS Operating Guide. Notably, the deadline for submission of scholarship applications is now October 1 (will publicize this change beginning early to mid August and ensure all student members are aware of this change). 
Recommendations for Board Action:

· Pursue the feasibility of an additional student-oriented event at the annual meeting that is focused on professional development, e.g. computer software training (ARM, SAS, JMP, etc.), research equipment training, grant proposal writing.

· Discuss whether there are additional opportunities within the Society and its Committees for student participation.
Budget Needs: None
Suggestions for the Future:

· Plan student events (Business Meeting, Student Night Out, Industry Reception) at annual meeting for different/separate days.
· Consider implementing additional suggestions outline above. 
Current Committee Members: Cameron Douglass, Craig Beil, Samantha Ambrose
Name of Person Preparing This Report: Cameron Douglass
WSWS Student Section - Annual Meeting Follow-up Survey- Reno 2012
(Note: Total number of respondents was 13, which is roughly 25% of the students who attended the Reno meeting; numerical answers given in the following format: Mean (Median); qualitative responses were summarized with an emphasis on constructive suggestions/comments).
Student Night Out/Reception

1. On a scale of 1-10 (1 = poor/disappointing and 10 = excellent/entertaining) please rank how well the following statements match your views on the Student Night Out event:
· ​​8.2 (9)  The event was well organized and all necessary details were clearly explained (timing, location, etc.)

· 8.3 (9)  The event was fun, stimulating, entertaining, and enjoyable

· ​​​8.6 (9/10)  The event was a valuable opportunity to meet and network with representatives from industry, government, or academia.

2. What suggestions do you have for making the Student Night Out a better (more enjoyable or valuable) experience in the future?  Responses were overwhelmingly positive and appreciative, especially of industry members who ‘covered’ for a few missing participants.  Suggestions included:
· Better organization and communication, e.g. get confirmation from participants that will attend, or have participants ‘check in’ and confirm their willingness to participate at Registration;
· Provide guidelines to students/participants on what to expect and discuss during dinner;
· Ensure that the day of the event is clear to everyone;
· E-mail students and participants prior to the event pairing details and event information.
3. We are considering moving the Evening Reception and Student Night Out to the second full day (e.g. Wednesday) of the meeting rather than the first (e.g. Tuesday).  Would you support this change? Would this change increase the chance that you would attend either or both events?  There is marginally more support for separating the two evening events (see below). Again, overall students really liked the events; one respondent who was indifferent to the change stated that it didn’t really matter as long as the details were clearly communicated.  Several respondents who supported the change stated that doing so would allow them more time to prepare for presentations.
· Support having evening events on different days: 54% (7/13)
· Support having evening events on same day (or did not matter): 46% (6/13)
Paper, Poster, and Education Sessions 

4. If the WSWS Student Section sponsored professional development opportunities (e.g. expert presentations on SAS, R, JMP, ARM, ArcGIS or demonstrations of data measurement instruments) would you attend?  100% of respondents answered affirmatively.
5. Explain whether or not you feel that the guidelines for the oral paper and poster contests were clearly explained before the meeting. (Note: Guidelines for both contests are posted on the WSWS website when the initial request for title/abstract submissions is sent out several months before the meeting).

· 77% (10/13) of respondents answered that the contest guidelines were clearly stated and readily available. The remaining respondents (3/13) indicated that the guidelines were clear, but they were not aware of them before submitting the abstracts or giving the actual presentations.  Other suggestions/comments:
· One student thought that it was unfair for the same participant to win both the oral paper and poster competition, though it was fine for them to compete in both;
· Along with the guidelines being available to students make the evaluation rubric publicly available; 
· E-mail students the guidelines along with the solicitation for abstracts/titles. 
6. On a scale of 1-10 (1 = Strongly disagree, 10 = Strongly agree) answer the following questions related to your views of the purposes that the oral paper and poster contests serve to students:

· 7.5 (7.5)  The contests are primarily an opportunity to recognize and reward student excellence

· 8.2 (9)  The contests are primarily a learning experience for contestants

· 8.5 (10)  The contests are equally an opportunity to recognize and reward student excellence and a learning experience for contestants

7. What suggestions do you have for improving the capacity of the oral paper and poster contests to serve as a learning opportunity for student contestants?  Comments/suggestions included:
· Consider altering presentation format so that questions can be answered at any time, rather than just at the end;
· Provide more immediate feedback, and ensure that judges provide comments in addition to numerical evaluations;
· Allow 20 minutes for the presentations;
· Facilitate feedback from all audience members, not just the contest judges;
· Ensure that moderators are prepared to ask questions if audience members do not.
Communication

8. Please answer the following questions so that we can best gauge effective means of communicating with WSWS student members:

· NO (81.8%)  Do you have a LinkedIn account?  
· NO (100%)  Were you aware that the WSWS has a group page on LinkedIn?  
· NO (100%)  Were you aware that the WSWS Student Section has a sub-group page on LinkedIn?
· YES (63.6%)  If we established a WSWS Student Section Facebook group page do you think this would be a more convenient and effective way of communicating with WSWS student members than only via the e-mail list service as we do currently? 

9. As your student liaisons to the WSWS Board of Directors, what issues would you like to see us bring up for discussion with the Board?
· “I feel that students were very well represented at the conference this year. It was a great experience and the organized activities were successful and fun.”
· “If we were in a fun location, it would be fun if there was a student night where we got out of the hotel together to do some sight seeing or a group activity in a more casual atmosphere.”
· “It would be nice to have other opportunities for students to be involved with the meetings. Unless you are a PhD student, or a masters or undergrad student with definite plans of further education, it is almost impossible to commit to the two years as a student liaison. Is there some sort of student committee that could be formed with a shorter time commitment?”
· “Podium positioning to allow easier interaction with the screen, and preferably mobile microphones.”
Demographics
10. Please answer the following questions related to basic demographic information:

· 91%  Graduate students

· 2.1 years  Average amount of time in current program of study

· 1.7  Average number of WSWS annual meetings attended

· 2.5  Average number of Student Section-sponsored events attended at 2011 Reno Meeting (include Business Luncheon, Industry Reception and Student Night Out)

· 82%  participated in either the Oral Paper or Poster contest (1 respondent participated in both, 1 did not participate in either)
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