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WSWS Officer and Committee Report (Waikoloa, Hawaii – Annual WSWS Meeting 2010)
Office or Committee Name:  Member-At-Large – Private Sector
Officer or Chairperson Name and Committee Members:  Phil Munger
Date of Preparation (include year):  February 28, 2010

Activities during the Year: 
At the WSWS Board Meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Tim D’Amato (Land Stewardship Manager, Larimer County Dept. of Natural Resources and Kelly Uhing (State Weed Coordinator, Colorado Dept. of Agriculture) met with the Board to propose the formation of State Weed Chapters, created as part of, or in association with, the WSWS.  In practice, the State Chapters would serve as an information “bridge” between researchers and land managers in the West.  
Since the meeting in Albuquerque, Tim, Kelly, and P. Munger have met to develop a formal proposal for the State Chapters, which, as requested by the WSWS Board of Directors, will be presented for a Board vote on this topic at the 2010 annual meeting in Hawaii.  Below, please find the proposal submitted for review by the Board.
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State Weed Chapters – Western USA
Objectives
1. Create a venue that serves to bridge information between researchers and land managers in the western United States by structuring a program that encourages cooperation and collaboration, and would

· Organize as a regional association composed of individual state weed chapters.

· Focus on invasive weed species management and restoration techniques in natural areas, and range and pastures.
· Identify and prioritize most important issues confronting land managers, and applied research suggested to address such issues for universities, USDA-ARS and others.

· Establish locations for research & demonstration sites with private landowners, open space agencies, and on local, state and federal lands.

· Provide grant opportunities through coordinated multi-state and multi-agency research proposals.
Objectives (cont.)
· In short, promote information transfer and encourage land managers to actively participate with researchers in establishing best-management-practices relating to invasive plant management and restoration techniques.

2. Explore opportunities and advantages resulting from 
(1) increased participation of land managers from local, state and federal levels at WSWS meeting venues, and 
(2) link State Chapters with WSWS.  

3. Develop a proposal for discussion and presentation of State Chapters at the WSWS Board of Directors Meeting at the 2010 WSWS meeting in Hawaii. 

4. Create a 6 member State Chapters Committee within WSWS to liaison with the WSWS, and to organize State Chapters, State Chapter activities, and meeting agendas.

Invasive Plant Organizations and the NCWSS

The Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) has scheduled its meetings during the NCWSS, beginning at 1pm following the conclusion of the NCWSS.  In at least one year, an MIPN-sponsored invasive weed symposium was scheduled during the NCWSS.  As a result of the association between the NCWSS and the MIPN, several MIPN participants perceived benefit in attending both meetings, registering to attend both the MIPN and NCWSS.

Proposed Format for State Chapters Meetings
Similar to the MIPN, it’s proposed that the State Chapters meet for ½ day, beginning at 1pm on the final day (Thursday) of the WSWS meeting.  As participation increases, a full-day meeting may be warranted.   

Half-day meetings would consist of state updates on invasive weed projects.  Additional activities, such as panel discussions and focused workshops would be possible in a full-day agenda.

At the first meeting in 2011, 50 registrations are anticipated for the half-day State Chapter meeting.  In subsequent years, and depending on location, attendance is expected to grow upwards to a potential of 100 meeting registrations.

Meeting Registration

Registration for the MIPN is $40, with an additional $20 registration fee to attend the symposium.  MIPN participants also had the option to register for the NCWSS meeting.  


The proposed fees for the one-half day State Chapter meeting in 2011 are $40 and $50 for pre-registration and on-site registration, respectively (final registration fees to be determined, based on recommendation from the WSWS Board of Directors, meeting room and related expenses, etc.).    Should individuals attending the State Chapter meeting  choose to attend the WSWS, the fee for the former STATE CHAPTERS could be reduced.  

Continuing Education Credits
Although not perceived to be a primary purpose of the the State Chapter meetings, continuing education credits could be made available to meeting participants. 
Input of WSWS Members

If approved by the WSWS Board of Directors on Monday, March 8, the State Chapter concept and format can be presented to WSWS members during the WSWS meeting, Further details regarding State Chapters and questionnaire soliciting topics of interest can subsequently be posted on the WSWS website, and in the WSWS Newsletter.
Recommendations for Board Action:  Review, and at the March 2010 WSWS Board meeting, vote to move forward with the formation of State Chapters and their association with annual WSWS meetings.
Budget Needs:  A Budget is at this time not foreseen, as it’s anticipated that registration costs for State Chapters would fund meeting costs.
Suggestions for the Future:   Schedule the first State Chapter meeting following the 2011 WSWS meeting in Spokane, WA
Suggested Changes in Operating Guide:  None  
Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Philip Munger (with significant contributions from T. D’Amato and K. Uhing.
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