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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Annual Board Meeting – March 11, 2013
Office or Committee Name:


Legislative Committee
Officer or Chairperson Name:

Kirk Howatt
Date of Preparation (include year):


February 28, 2013
Committee Activities during the Year:
The chair participated in telephone conferences arranged by the Science Policy Director and relayed requests for information or notices for public comment to the president for response or the business manager for posting to the society.
Summaries of legislative activity were presented by the Science Policy Director in the society newsletters.
Recommendations for Board Action:
None.  However, comments from the board on concrete ways this committee could complement the activities of our Science Policy Director are welcome for consideration.
Budget Needs:

None.
Suggestions for the Future:
The Science Policy Director provides timely information on legislative action and activity for society membership.  My first impression of this committee was to be working that same direction of information transfer, but I have realized that by the time I get the information it is already available through communications by the Science Policy Director.  A recent discussion with President Umeda and review of statements in the operating guide have brought to light that an intended purpose of this committee is information sharing at the grass-roots level.  This aspect has been lost somewhere in transfer of information from chair to chair.  This committee should establish such framework that can remain as committee membership changes.  A challenge of this mechanism will be to obtain access to local information without pestering the general membership.
Current Committee Members:

John Brock, Julie Kraft, and Lee Van Wychen (ex officio); WSSA rep Pat Clay as Board Rep 
Name of Person Preparing This Report:


Kirk Howatt
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