WSWS 2010 symposium “Ecology, Effects and Management of Perennial Grass Invasions” 

Introduction
1.
Natural history of the dryland ecosystem in Hawaii

2.
Natural history of the dryland ecosystem in the Southwestern states

Potential speakers:
Anne Marie LaRosa, Institute of Pacific Island Forestry, USFS

Julio Betancourt, USGS
Hannah Springer, Kona

Jonathon Price, UHH, Geography Department

Topic 1: Biological and ecological characteristics and consequences of invasion of arid perennial grasses

3.
Mechanisms and patterns of perennial grass invasions in Hawaii

4.
Mechanisms and patterns of perennial grass invasions in the Southwest

5.
Functional traits leading to the invasion of buffelgrass, fountain grass, guinea grass, and/or Andropogon

6.   Ecological consequences of grass invasion

Potential speakers:

James Kellner, Department of Global Ecology, Carnegie Institution

Rhonda Loh, Volcano NPS

Jennifer Funk, Chapman University

Susan Cordell, Institute of Pacific Island Forestry, USFS

Darren R. Sandquist, Cal State Fullerton

Curt Daehler, University of Hawaii
Creighton Litton, University of Hawaii, Manoa

Mark Bradford, Yale

Topic 2: Fire frequency and fuels regeneration 

8.   Fuel loading of invasive perennial grasses in arid systems

9.
Post fire regeneration and adaptiveness of arid invasive perennial grasses

      10. Perennial grass effects and management related to fire and federally listed species

     11. Fuel trait comparison of native and non-native grasses

Potential speakers:

Lisa Ellsworth, University of Hawaii, Manoa

Matt Brooks, USGS 
Andrew Elmore, Dartmouth College
Dawn Greenlee, USFWS Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office

Erin Questad, USDA Forest Service
Topic 3: Management of invasive arid perennial grasses

10.  Manual control, timing and success

11.  Grazing management approaches for invasive arid perennial grasses

12.  Herbicide control strategies in Hawaii

13.  Herbicide control strategies in the Southwest

14.  Restoration of ecosystems invaded by arid perennial grasses

15.  Fire as a management tool
Potential speakers:

Darren R. Sandquist, Cal State Fullerton

Mark Thorne, Rangeland Specialist, University of Hawaii, Manoa


Fred Provenza, Animal behavior, Utah State University

Richard Mack, Washington State University

James Leary, University of Hawaii, Manoa
Sierra McDaniel, Volcano NPS
Mick Castillo, Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Curt Deuser, NPS Lake Meade Exotic Plant Management Team

Jeremy Gooding, NPS Pacific Islands Exotic Plant Management Team

Jason Hanley, USFWS Region 1 Invasive Species Strike Team

Susan Cordell (could discuss reduction of fuel loading through restoration concept if needed)
