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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Annual Board Meeting – March 11, 2013
Office or Committee Name: Student Liaison Chair
Officer or Chairperson Name: Cameron Douglass
Date of Preparation (include year): March 1, 2013
Committee Activities during the Year:
· Established WSWS Student Section Facebook page to facilitate communication with student members and more generally increase the Society’s online visibility. Page currently has 11 “likes,” and in addition to annual meeting information and deadlines is a forum for unofficial weed science-related communication among student Society members. Craig will be focusing in 2013-2014 on building the visibility of this page among Society student members, in part by following up with students who attended the San Diego meeting.
· Assisted the Awards Committee with the Student Scholarship by taking the lead on distributing information about the application process, notably the revised deadlines. This year for the first time the deadline to submit applications was moved back to October 1 so that winners could be notified by November 1 in time to plan for meeting attendance by the December 1 title submission deadline. We received no complaints or concerns with the revised schedule and very much appreciate the diligent efforts by members of the awards committee to review the 9 applications. Leslie Holland (New Mexico State Univ.), Samantha Ambrose (Oklahoma State Univ.) and Christina Herron-Sweet (Montana State Univ.) were selected as the recipients of the three $1,000 scholarships. Also, in addition to the President’s communication with each of the applicants I separately made an effort to express my appreciation with all of the applicants for their participation.
· We sent letters or e-mails of solicitation for donations to the Silent Auction in late November/early December 2012 to 15 companies/organizations as well as WSWS Sustaining Members. Non-sustaining members that were solicited included:
· Otterbox
· Trimble
· Sigma-Aldrich
· Garmin
· New Belgium Brewery
· TeeJet
· ESRI
· REI
· R & D Sprayers
· Forestry Suppliers, Inc.
· Ben Meadows
· Gemplers
· SeaWorld San Diego
· Colorado Ski Country USA
· Novozymes N.A.
· Catamaran Resort 
· Crowne Plaza Colorado Springs
Generally, these solicitations were addressed to customer or public relations officers unless it was not possible to identify a specific contact person. 


As of writing this report (March 1) we had only two confirmed positive replies (Crowne 

Plaza Colorado Springs & Otterbox) so this method does not appear to very effective. Within the week prior to writing this report there was an additional effort – much appreciated – by some BOD members to personally contact some of these targeted companies and further encourage a donation; this effort appears to have resulted in at least one more donation. Next year an effort will be made to personalize donation solicitations, ideally with increased assistance from BOD and general members to identify specific contacts at companies that would be appropriate to target. 
It remains to be seen how effective our efforts at soliciting donations from the general Society membership will be (as of writing this report I have not received any donations). Solicitations for donations from the general membership were included in the Student Liaison update in each quarterly newsletter in addition to several separate e-mails sent out by Phil Banks.
Recommendations for Board Action: None
Budget Needs: None
Suggestions for the Future:

· Pursue the feasibility of an additional student-oriented event at the annual meeting that is focused on professional development, e.g. computer software training (ARM, SAS, JMP, etc.), research equipment training, grant proposal writing.

· Establish more effective communication between student liaisons and society membership regarding personal contacts at organizations that can be solicited for Silent Auction donations.
Current Committee Members: Cameron Douglass, Craig Beil
Name of Person Preparing This Report: Cameron Douglass
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���









[image: image2.wmf] 

_1136037573.doc
[image: image1.png]






