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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Annual Board Meeting – March 11, 2013
Office or Committee Name: Noxious Weed Short Course
Officer or Chairperson Name: Sandra McDonald
Date of Preparation (include year): March 2013
Committee Activities during the Year:
In 2012 the Western Society of Weed Science (WSWS) and Mountain West Pesticide Education & Safety Training (MWPEST) mutually agreed that WSWS would no longer financially support the Short Course.  MWPEST accepted full financial risk.  WSWS decided to continue promoting the Short Course along with any other short courses, workshops, etc. deemed to be of educational benefit to the membership.

MWPEST has renamed the course the Western Invasive Weed Short Course (WIWSC).  The 2013 Western Invasive Weed Short Course is being held April 15-18, 2013, at the Sylvan Dale Guest Ranch in Loveland, Colorado.  The 2013 Short Course is utilizing WSWS members as instructors; these include: George Beck, Joe DiTomaso, Tim Miller, Andrew Kniss, Tim D’Amato, and Bobby Goeman.

The Short Course remains an intensive study of current technologies and best management practices associated with the noxious and invasive weeds in the Western United States.  The Short Course targets local, state, federal government, and other land managers throughout the western region who desire a better understanding of weed management.  Live weed specimens, herbicide mode of action trays and plots, permanent restoration plots and the weed walk  have been the highlights of past courses and will again be utilized in the 2013 course.

We have 39 people registered for the 2013 Short Course.  Registered participants represent seven states: Alabama, Colorado, Missouri, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Wyoming.  

Registered participants represent seven organization categories:  County Weed Programs, US Forest Service, State Weed Programs, Tribes, Private Consultants, Industry and Department of Transportation.
Recommendations for Board Action:
Budget Needs: N/A
Suggestions for the Future: 
Current Committee Members: Sandra McDonald, Joe DiTomaso, Vanelle Peterson
Name of Person Preparing This Report: Sandra McDonald
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