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WSWS Officer and Committee Report (Waikoloa Meeting 2010)
Office or Committee Name: Legislative
Officer or Chairperson Name and Committee Members:  
Pam Hutchinson, Chair (2011)

Lisa Boggs (2012)

Lee Van Wychen, Ex-officio
Date of Preparation: March 02, 2010
Activities during the Year:  
At the summer 2009 Board of Directors Meeting, I requested as current Chair for this committee an additional year to provide continuity to this committee since committee member resignations have recently occurred and I was not due to become Chair until next year anyway.
As per the Operating Guide for the Legislative Committee Chair, “The Chairperson shall serve as a member of the Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) Science Policy Committee,” I have been copied on emails sent to the WSSA Science Policy Committee throughout the year from Lee Van Wychen and directly from WSSA. Excerpts from these emails sent between the March 2009 and summer 2009 Board of Directors meeting were included in the summer 2009 Committee report.

On August 26, 2009, my University of Idaho, Plant, Soils, and Entomological Sciences Department Head forwarded a letter from Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Kathleen Merrigan which includes indications of future priorities. An electronic copy of the letter will be on file at the WSWS website.

I could not attend the 2010 WSSA Science Policy Committee meeting and plan to next year if possible.
Excerpts from the aforementioned emails since the summer 2009 Board of Directors meeting are as follows:
Sept. 24, 2009—Roger N. Beachy, Ph.D. has been appointed the first director of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) at the U.S. Department of Agriculture by President Barack Obama. Beachy will join the agency on October 5, 2009.

Beachy is the founding president of the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center in St. Louis, MO, a not-for-profit research institute with a mission to improve the human condition through plant science.
Overall- this can be viewed as very favorable appointment from the Weed Science perspective. His appointment is for 6 years. Some people here in DC are whining that he wasn’t Senate confirmed, but that’s not that big a deal. NIFA replaces CSREES on Oct. 1. Beachy will be in charge of the $200+ million in competitive grant funding as well as the nearly $300 million in formula funding to the land-grants.
10/23/2009 Lee asked a question of the societies listed below, “Do you want to be a permanent member of the AFRI Coalition?” I recommended to WSWS President Jesse Richardson that we do become a permanent AFRI Coalition member.

Lee’s email text: Since the passage the 2008 Farm Bill, a coalition of science societies has been meeting on ad-hoc basis to support funding for the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI), which is the new USDA competitive grants program that replaced the NRI.
Given our initial success of a 30% increase in USDA research dollars for FY2010, the coalition is looking to move forward with a mission statement and permanent member list.  My question to each society (APMS, NCWSS, NEWSS, SWSS, WSWS and WSSA) is:  Do you want to be a permanent member of the AFRI Coalition?

To date, I have included each society as signatories on the letters we have sent to Congress and the Administration in support of AFRI funding. I have attached two of those letters. (FYI- Holdren is Obama’s science advisor, officially the Director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)).

Legislative Committee Chair NOTE: The two aforementioned letters have been sent to the WSWS Webmaster to file on the WSWS website. 

*The AFRI Coalition Mission Statement: 

· The mission of the AFRI Coalition is to heighten the awareness of and appreciation among policymakers and the public for the importance and role of USDA’s Agriculture and Food Research Initiative competitive grants program in ensuring a nutritious and safe food supply, enabling sustainable food, feed, and fuel feedstock production, assuring agriculture’s role in climate change mitigation, and protecting our nation’s environment and natural resource base.  The AFRI Coalition is united behind the desire to see AFRI funded at its authorized funding level of $700 million.
· The only part of the mission statement that might cause some consternation is “assuring agriculture’s role in climate change mitigation”.  Just as the agricultural lobby groups here in DC are divided on the issue, I can imagine that some of your societies might be divided on the issue.
Lee stated that beyond that, there are no dues or fees to be part of the coalition, so I would highly recommend that each society becomes a permanent member of the AFRI Coalition.

Society Presidents were asked to let Lee know their decision by Oct 29, 2009.

 


11/05/2009 Lee asked the WSSA Science Policy Committee to distribute the $47.3 million USDA grant announcement for the Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI), application closing date Jan. 14, 2010. One of the five focus areas is: “Efforts to identify and address threats from pests and diseases.” See: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=50092  

Lee also included in the 11/05/2009 email the following: The American Farm Bureau Federation, National Cotton Council, CropLife America, the National Association of Wheat Growers and others asked the Supreme Court this week to review to review the 6th Circuit Court decision from January that invalidated the EPA rule that exempts pesticides applied in compliance with FIFRA from having to obtain a Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. The Supreme Court is expected to make a decision on whether to hear the case by the end of the year. Please note that EPA will continue to move forward on their timeline to develop an NPDES general permit. As things currently stand, all pesticides applied “in, over, or near navigable waters of the U.S.” will be required to have an NPDES permit by April 2011.

 

11/19/2009 Lee asked the WSSA Science Policy Committee if any work with the National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON)? If so, it would be great to respond to the American Institute of Biological Science's (AIBS) survey by 12/02/2009.

http://coronainsights.com/survey/surveylogin.asp?k=125720397347&i=2DB4B32345484C93C7568457D6417CB39ED701
11/23/2009 A WSSA Science Policy Committee conference call was held on this date to discuss a number of policy issues including NPDES permits and the EPA federal register notices for spray drift. Specific on the agenda were updates on:
- Spray drift labeling

- Clean Water Act permits

- National Invasive Species Awareness Week

- Healthy Habitats Coalition

- APHIS/EPA Herbicide resistance grant

Legislative Committee Chair NOTE: I was unable to participate in the conference call. 

12/16/2009 Lee informed the WSSA Science Policy Committee the following: We are very happy that USDA will be re-hiring a Director for their Office of Pest Management Policy. Some of you may have known Al Jennings, who retired on Jan. 1. He included the announcement and stated that it would be great to have a weed scientist in this position! Application deadline is JANUARY 15, 2010.

 

01/18/2010 Rich Bonanno, Chair WSSA Science Policy Committee sent the following: 
As part of the report of the Science Policy Committee to WSSA, I need to assemble a review of Lee based on his performance over the last year.  I would appreciate it if you could take a minute or two and send me your thoughts.  Any comments based on the Newsletter reports, visits to Society meetings, one on one interaction, Invasive Species week, etc would be appreciated.

Very positive comments were sent to Rich by the deadline January 22, 2010 in order for him to make a report to WSSA President, David Shaw.
01/09/2010 Information was sent from WSSA and Lee Van Wychen about USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA0 plans to release Agriculture and Food Research Initiative RFA in February no later than mid-February 2010 and commitment of up to $800 million in funding for new grants, contingent on annual appropriations in following years.

01/25/1020 and 02/16/2010 from WSSA to WSSA Science Policy Committee: 
On November 4, 2009, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a Federal Register Notice entitled “Draft Guidance for Pesticide Registrants on Pesticide Drift Labeling” requesting comment on three documents: (1) Pesticide Registration Notice (PRN) Draft Pesticide Drift Labeling; (2) Draft Pesticide Drift Labeling Interpretation (Labeling Interpretation); and (3) Draft PRN Additional Information and Questions for Commenters.  

Information about the Notice was included in the email and Committee members were encouraged to submit comments directly to the EPA on the proposed action and to include the docket number “EPA-HQ- OPP-2009-0628” in the response. Comments may be submitted via www.regulations.gov to docket “EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0628” and are due on or before March 4, 2010.  Comments can be submitted under the new March 4, 2010 closing date on page 5 of this docket or by using the following website: 

http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=0900006480a66c8d
Noted in the email: Lee Van Wychen and the Science Policy Committee will be developing the response from WSSA.
Recommendations for Board Action:  None
Budget Needs:  None
Suggestions for the Future:  
Proposed Committee Tasks for the upcoming year pending upon direction and approval from the WSWS Board:

· Discuss the possibilities of scheduling conference calls with WSWS states’ U.S. Congressional Senator and Representatives aides and if possible, the Congressional members themselves.

· Discuss initiating in 2010/2011 development of a workshop training interested WSWS members from each WSWS state on how to meet with their county and state congressional reps and aides.

· The WSWS Legislative Committee would work together and with Lee

· Materials are available from various sources.

· Discuss with Lee and the WSWS Board the possibility of a Legislative Committee member travelling to Washington D.C.in the future to spend time with Lee and visit key Congressional members and their aides. 

· WSWS would have to approve and pay the costs.

· Initiate the development of a contact information document online for each state’s U.S. Congressional members, key agriculture aides in Washington D.C., and aides/representatives living and working in each state.

· Chair attend the Summer WSWS Board meeting if requested.

· Chair attend the 2011 WSSA meeting as Legislative Committee Liaison from WSWS.

Suggested Changes in Operating Guide:  None since the recently posted, revised Legislative Committee Operating Guide
Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Pamela J.S. Hutchinson
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