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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Summer Board Meeting – August 22-23, 2012
Office or Committee Name: Herbicide Resistant Plants
Officer or Chairperson Name: Sarah Ward
Date of Preparation (include year): August 21, 2012
Committee Activities during the Year:
Right now WSWS does not have a functioning Herbicide Resistance Committee. The only two people who showed up for the committee meeting in Reno were Andrew Kniss and myself - I'm not sure how I got designated chair.  So there is nothing to report.   I do suggest that the board consider whether this committee should continue given the apparent lack of interest.
Recommendations for Board Action:
I just got back from the WSSA board meeting - we too have been wrestling this year with the problem of moribund committees (we solved some of it by dissolving or combining a number of them).  The most active WSSA committees are those that either have obvious recurring tasks (e.g. finance, public awareness) or specific short-to-medium term goals.  WSSA is doing better when we form ad-hoc committees that allow interested folk to volunteer for a specific task, and then the committees dissolve when the task is complete.

        I wonder if the problem with the WSWS Herbicide Resistance Committee is that there is no identified task to work on.  The current mission statement for the committee is somewhat vague:

1. Focus on all areas of herbicide resistance including herbicide resistant crops.
2. Provide a forum to discuss herbicide resistance research and foster cooperation among
people conducting herbicide resistance studies.
3. Coordinate production of information concerning herbicide resistance.
   Maybe people would more enthused if we had a specific project addressing an aspect of herbicide resistance uniquely applicable to the western region.
Budget Needs:

Suggestions for the Future: see above
Current Committee Members: Ward, Kniss, Jenks
Name of Person Preparing This Report: Umeda for Ward per email communications
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