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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Summer Board meeting - Reno

August 2011

Office or Committee Name: Education and Regulatory

Officer or Chairperson Name and Committee Members:  Tim Prather

Date of Preparation (include year): July 29, 2011

Activities during the Year: Possible symposium

 Title: Communicating both impacts of invasive plant species and our efforts to manage invasive plant species.

Justification and Objectives:

Measuring impacts of invasive species continues to validate the effort invested in management and removal of those species.  Communicating invasive plant impacts is necessary to acquire resources and to establish that resources are going to effective programs.  Communication can be directed to legislators and to general public audiences.  In order to have funding allocated to programs, not only is communication of impacts important but also having the ability to communicate how well similar problems have been solved is vital to successes.

Target Audience:

Public agency managers, faculty and industry/faculty involved in working with legislators.

Length of Proposed Symposium: 3 hours

Proposed Titles and Speakers:

Lies and more Lies: Evaluating the effect of our extension and research Molly Engle, OSU

What have you done for me lately?  Marc Braverman, UC Davis

So what’s it to me?  Is there value in conservation?  Tyron Venn University of Montana

What is society looking for?  Laura Zuckerman (reporter, example)

Communicating invasive plant impacts Roger Batt, Idaho Weed Awareness

If you don’t ask … John Cantlon, DuPont

Communicating our message with upcoming challenges, Lee van Wychem

Project chairs and chair-elects for the 2011 meeting: Rich Affeldt

Recommendations for Board Action:  

Approval of some funding to cover expenses of speakers.

Budget Needs:  

Anticipate we may need to pay travel for two or three speakers.   I would 

Anticipate $1,200 for air fare, hotel $400, meals $200

Suggestions for the Future:  I would like to see  us keep the Title, Justification and the final presenter and topic list for the symposia in a file we could access at the web site.  The file could be used to assist future program and section chairs during the decision process for symposia.

Suggested Changes in Operating Guide:  In the operating guide that is on the WSWS web site we list the duties of the chair-elect but there are no duties listed for the chair.  We need clarity on which manuscripts are to be edited for the proceedings.  Finally, we need to outline what constitutes outlining a program for the society meeting.

Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Tim Prather
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