Director of Science Policy Report

WSSA Summer Board Meeting 

July 30-August 1, 2011  

Waikoloa Hilton, Hawaii
Finances

The Science Policy Committee (SPC) has a $5000 fund that can be used towards science policy activities in Washington DC, or elsewhere that advance the objectives of the Science Policy Committee. To date, I used $1,100 to bring in Dr. Richard Mack for two days during National Invasive Species Awareness Week to speak on Capitol Hill.  An additional $500 was used to co-sponsor the “Lunch-n-Learn” seminar series held in conjunction with the National Coalition for Food and Agricultural Research during NISAW.  I anticipate about $700 in expenses for travel and lodging for the Arkansas, Illinois & Missouri herbicide resistance tour with EPA. Many thanks to Barrett and Jachetta for covering their travel costs for several visits to DC this past winter.  Donn Shilling has also visited DC several times at his own expense.  Travel to the regional weed science meetings, APMS, and other speaking requests are reimbursed to me through the host society or organization. 

Vacation/Sick Leave
I have 3 vacation days and 1.5 sick days remaining after using approximately 10 days during May and June during the birth of my son and visits from both my wife’s and my families.

Professional Development Training

On August 25, I will begin 10 weeks of professional development training through the Dale Carnegie Course.  The course will help me “strengthen interpersonal relationships, manage stress and handle fast-changing workplace conditions, while being better equipped to perform as a persuasive communicator, problem-solver and focused leader.” The Science Policy Committee is recommending an additional $2,000 to pay for this training.  
DSP Action Items: 

1. Continue to generate support for USDA research funding and fight against the closure of more ARS research labs 
2. Continue to generate support for Army Corps of Engineers Aquatic Plant Control Research Program: will need another round of letters and visits on Capitol Hill

3. Continue to generate support for NPDES legislative fix bill, H.R. 872.  We need to get 60+ Senators to vote yes.  Current whip count in Senate is 45 yes, 12 leaning yes, 34 undecided, 4 leaning no, 5 no.
4.  Finish the reporting and funds request paperwork for the APHIS II paper on Herbicide Resistance Management

5. Planning and organization of National Invasive Species Awareness Week with National Invasive Species Council. The next NISAW will be held Feb. 27 – March 2. 2012.

6. Continued herbicide resistance management education of agency and NGO stakeholders. Participation in the EPA Herbicide Resistance Tour in Arkansas, Illinois, Missouri in August and in the National Academies Herbicide Resistance summit in November.
7.  Investigate Beachy Ag Research Coalition proposal.

8. Investigate and review any progress made by EPA, USDA and DOE in regards to their requirement under the Energy Independence and Security Act that requires a 3 yr review of the environmental and agricultural impacts of “cultivated invasive and noxious plants”.
9. Continue to monitor EPA spray drift and NMFS endangered species act consultation issues
10. Have discussion with WSSA Board about the Pesticide Safety Education Program

FY 2012 Federal Funding Outlook is Dismal
Most agencies and departments are looking at double digit percentage cuts compared to their FY 2011 funding levels.  The House has passed 6 of its 12 appropriations bills and is currently debating a very contentious Interior-Environment bill.  The Senate has only passed the noncontroversial Military-Veterans appropriations bill.  

In the House passed version of the FY 2012 agriculture appropriations bill, both the formula funds and competitive grant line items took a 12-14% reduction compared to FY 2011.  The only bright spot was getting the Regional IPM Centers funding boosted from $3 million to $4 million (See Table below).  

I’m also very concerned about additional USDA-ARS lab closures and their impact on the weed science societies.  The following 10 research facilities will be closed in FY 2012:  Fairbanks, Alaska; Shafter, California; Brooksville, Florida; Watkinsville, Georgia; New Orleans, Louisiana; Coshocton, Ohio; Lane, Oklahoma; Clemson, South Carolina; Weslaco, Texas; and Beaver, West Virginia. Secretary Vilsack will have the authority to transfer a closed facility to an 1862, 1890, 1994 or Hispanic-serving agricultural college or university provided the institution agrees to maintain the facility for agricultural and natural resources research for a minimum of 25 years. 

	USDA Program Description
	FY 2010
	FY 2011
	FY 2012 House
	Change 11-12

	
	Dollars in Thousands
	Percent

	Agricultural Research Service
	$1,179,639
	$1,133,230
	$993,345
	-12.3%

	Economic Research Service
	$82,478
	$81,814
	$70,000
	-14.4%

	National Ag Statistics Service
	$161,830
	$156,447
	$149,500
	-4.4%

	National Institute of Food Agriculture 
	$788,243
	$698,740
	$600,800
	-14.0%

	     - Hatch Act
	$215,000
	$236,334
	$208,000
	-12.0%

	     - Cooperative Forestry

        Research
	$29,000
	$32,934
	$30,000
	-8.9%

	     - Improved Pest Mang’t
       & Biological Control
	$16,185
	$16,153
	$14,000
	-13.3%

	     - Ag and Food Research

        Initiative
	$262,482
	$264,470
	$229,500
	-13.2%

	  - Extension Activities
	$494,923
	$479,132
	$411,200
	-14.2%

	     - Smith Lever
	$297,500
	$293,911
	$259,200
	-11.8%

	  - Integrated Activities
	$60,022
	$36,926
	$8,000
	-78.3%

	     - Section 406 
	$45,148
	$29,000
	$8,000
	-72.4%

	       - Regional IPM Centers
	$4,096
	$3,000
	$4,000
	33.3%

	       - FQPA Risk Mitigation

         (RAMP)
	$4,388
	$0
	$0
	0%

	       - Crops affected by

          FQPA (CAR)
	$1,365
	$0
	$0
	0%

	       - Methyl Bromide

         Transitions
	$3,054
	$2,000
	$0
	-100%

	       - Organic Transitions
	$5,000
	$4,000
	$4,000
	0%

	Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv. (APHIS)
	$904,953
	$863,270
	$790,000
	-8.5%


Aquatic Plant Control Research Program 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Civil Works) has proposed to eliminate the Aquatic Plant Control Research Program (APCRP) in the FY 2012 budget. This is the nation’s only federally authorized program for research and development of science-based management strategies for invasive aquatic weeds.  We are asking the Army Corps of Engineers and Congress to restore funding to $4 million for FY 2012.   The Corps’ APCRP expertise and importance was on full display at a recent Congressional field hearing on efforts to control and eradicate giant salvinia.  The June 27th field hearing was organized by Rep. John Fleming (LA-04) and held at Louisiana State University in Shreveport.  Dr. Michael Grodowitz, Biomanagement Team Leader for the Army Corps of Engineers was called on to testify at the hearing.  I’d also like to recognize fellow weed scientists, Dr. Randy Westbrooks, Dr. Dearl Sanders, and Dr. Damon Waitt for their testimony on behalf of the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs, chaired by Rep. Fleming.  The Aquatic Plant Control Research Program funds the work of Dr. Michael Grodowitz, along with 18 other aquatic plant management researchers. But with APCRP slated to be zeroed out in FY 2012, we will lose the expertise and institutional knowledge of all of the Army Corps’ invasive aquatic plant management researchers.  This is simply unacceptable. We understand that the country is in fiscally tough times and everyone has to take some cuts and make some sacrifices. But, we are strongly opposed to eliminating the entire Army Corps Aquatic Plant Control Research Program!  I will need your help to convince Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, Jo-Ellen Darcy, and Congress about the value of the APCRP.  Expect an email from WSSA President Barrett in the near future asking for your support of APCRP.   

NPDES permits
Below is the current Senate whip list as July 29, 2011 for H.R. 872.
	SENATOR
	Y
	Lean Y
	Undecided
	Lean N
	N
	SENATOR
	Y
	Lean Y
	Undecided
	Lean N
	N

	Mark
	Begich
	D
	AK
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Jon
	Tester
	D
	MT
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Lisa
	Murkowski
	R
	AK
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Max
	Baucus
	D
	MT
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jeff
	Sessions
	R
	AL
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Kay
	Hagan
	D
	NC
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Richard
	Shelby
	R
	AL
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Richard
	Burr
	R
	NC
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Pryor
	D
	AR
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Kent
	Conrad
	D
	ND
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	John
	Boozman
	R
	AR
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	John
	Hoeven
	R
	ND
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jon
	Kyl
	R
	AZ
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ben
	Nelson
	D
	NE
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	John
	McCain
	R
	AZ
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Mike
	Johanns
	R
	NE
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dianne
	Feinstein
	D
	CA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Jeanne
	Shaheen
	D
	NH
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Barbara
	Boxer
	D
	CA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x
	Kelly
	Ayotte
	R
	NH
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Mark
	Udall
	D
	CO
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Robert
	Menendez
	D
	NJ
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Michael
	Bennet
	D
	CO
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Frank
	Lautenberg
	D
	NJ
	 
	 
	 
	x
	 

	Joseph
	Lieberman
	I
	CT
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Jeff
	Bingaman
	D
	NM
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Richard
	Blumenthal
	D
	CT
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Tom
	Udall
	D
	NM
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Thomas
	Carper
	D
	DE
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Dean
	Heller
	R
	NV
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chris
	Coons
	D
	DE
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Harry
	Reid
	D
	NV
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Bill
	Nelson
	D
	FL
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Kirsten
	Gillibrand
	D
	NY
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x

	Marco
	Rubio
	R
	FL
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Charles
	Schumer
	D
	NY
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x

	Saxby
	Chambliss
	R
	GA
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Sherrod
	Brown
	D
	OH
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Johnny
	Isakson
	R
	GA
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Rob
	Portman
	R
	OH
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Daniel
	Akaka
	D
	HI
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	James
	Inhofe
	R
	OK
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Daniel
	Inouye
	D
	HI
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Tom
	Coburn
	R
	OK
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tom
	Harkin
	D
	IA
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Jeff
	Merkley
	D
	OR
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Charles
	Grassley
	R
	IA
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ron
	Wyden
	D
	OR
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Jim
	Risch
	R
	ID
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Bob
	Casey
	D
	PA
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 

	Michael
	Crapo
	R
	ID
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Patrick
	Toomey
	R
	PA
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Richard
	Durbin
	D
	IL
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Sheldon
	Whitehouse
	D
	RI
	 
	 
	 
	x
	 

	Mark
	Kirk
	R
	IL
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Jack
	Reed
	D
	RI
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Richard
	Lugar
	R
	IN
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Lindsey
	Graham
	R
	SC
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dan
	Coats
	R
	IN
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Jim
	DeMint
	R
	SC
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pat
	Roberts
	R
	KS
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Tim
	Johnson
	D
	SD
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Jerry
	Moran
	R
	KS
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	John
	Thune
	R
	SD
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mitch
	McConnell
	R
	KY
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Bob
	Corker
	R
	TN
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rand
	Paul
	R
	KY
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Lamar
	Alexander
	R
	TN
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mary
	Landrieu
	D
	LA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Kay Bailey
	Hutchison
	R
	TX
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	David
	Vitter
	R
	LA
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	John
	Cornyn
	R
	TX
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Scott
	Brown
	R
	MA
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Orrin
	Hatch
	R
	UT
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	John
	Kerry
	D
	MA
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Mike
	Lee
	R
	UT
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Benjamin
	Cardin
	D
	MD
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x
	Jim
	Webb
	D
	VA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Barbara
	Mikulski
	D
	MD
	 
	 
	 
	x
	 
	Mark
	Warner
	D
	VA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Olympia
	Snowe
	R
	ME
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Bernard
	Sanders
	I
	VT
	 
	 
	 
	x
	 

	Susan
	Collins
	R
	ME
	 
	x
	 
	 
	 
	Patrick
	Leahy
	D
	VT
	 
	 
	 
	 
	x

	Debbie
	Stabenow
	D
	MI
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Maria
	Cantwell
	D
	WA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Carl
	Levin
	D
	MI
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Patty
	Murray
	D
	WA
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Amy
	Klobuchar
	D
	MN
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Herb
	Kohl
	D
	WI
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Al
	Franken
	D
	MN
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Ron
	Johnson
	R
	WI
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Claire
	McCaskill
	D
	MO
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 
	Joe
	Manchin
	D
	WV
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Roy
	Blunt
	R
	MO
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	John
	Rockefeller
	D
	WV
	 
	 
	x
	 
	 

	Roger
	Wicker
	R
	MS
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	John
	Barrasso
	R
	WY
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Thad
	Cochran
	R
	MS
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Michael
	Enzi
	R
	WY
	x
	 
	 
	 
	 


Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP)
There are four principal agencies/organizations involved in conducting the Pesticide Safety Education Program. USDA-NIFA works with the EPA to provide administrative support and coordinate plans of work and annual reporting activities. EPA, as the regulatory agency, enforces pesticide laws through state lead agencies, often based in the departments of agriculture. Since 1975, EPA has had an interagency agreement with USDA to distribute funds to the state cooperative extension service for the purpose of training restricted use pesticide applicators. USDA-NIFA coordinates the support for state and territory Pesticide Safety Education Program coordinators and has developed a Web-based reporting system where they can submit plans of work and annual reports on activities such as funding, number of private and commercial applicators trained, and number of training materials developed. The American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators (AAPSE) works with the PSEP and publishes The Journal of Pesticide Safety Education. Finally, the Association of American Pesticide Control Officials (AAPCO) works to encourage uniformity among the states in their pesticide regulatory programs. The AAPCO membership consists essentially of state and federal pesticide regulatory officials. 
Table 1. Historical Funding of PSEP 

Funding Source
              2002

         2006
                 2010                                   _
EPA(discretionary funds)
$1,880,000
       $1,200,000     
  $800,000
                                                                   


              $500,000 (PRIA funds via EPA)
Other * 

            $7,200,000 
       $7,800,000
  $6,885,000
Total   
    
            $9,080,000             $9,000,000             $10,223,000                          _
“Other” includes, but not limited to, funds from state governments, USDA formula funds, and county governments.

Table 2. Number of Certified Applicators
                            2002                                      2006                                     2010            
            _
    private
  709,177             private         596,018            private         404,251

    commercial   419,581             commercial 429,009           commercial  487.071
Total  

1,128,758   

           1,025,027    
                     892,140                          _
Issues include: Funding and structure/organization of PSEP.

