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WSWS Officer and Committee Report
Office or Committee Name: WSWS representative to CAST
Officer or Chairperson Name:  Philip Westra
Date of Preparation (include year): March 4, 2012
Committee Activities during the Year:

1. With the elimination of earmarks in Congress, CAST lost approximately $100,000 of operating funds which they are working hard to replace through alternative avenues.  This loss of funding has reduced the resource base for special topic publications which CAST frequently produces on a timely basis.
2. Phil Stahlman has been elected President Elect of the CAST Board of Directors.  This entails a lot of work for Phil during difficult times for the organization, but also gives Weed Science a key voice in the operations of CAST.

3. David Shaw rolled out a new CAST Issue Paper titled “Herbicide-resistant weeds threaten soil conservation gains: finding a balance for soil and farm sustainability” at the 2012 WSSA meeting in Hawaii.  Bob Wilson will make a similar roll out at the WSWS Reno meeting.

4. Phil Westra will work with several other people to develop a Commentary Paper on the growing need to attract more high quality graduate students into Agricultural Professional Degree Programs including those with a focus on molecular biology.

5. The WSWS is engaged in support of CAST activities in a variety of ways.

6. Phil Westra attended the CAST summer board meeting in Des Moines, IA.

Recommendations for Board Action:

Budget Needs:

Suggestions for the Future:

Current Committee Members:

Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Phil Westra
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