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WSWS Officer and Committee Report

Annual Board Meeting – March 11, 2013
Office or Committee Name:  Education and Regulatory Section
Officer or Chairperson Name:  Brad Hanson
Date of Preparation (include year):  March 6, 2013
Committee Activities during the Year:
· Requested website link to Education and Regulatory chair duties be added to website – webmaster fixed the broken link.
· Had discussion with Steve Gylling from Gylling Data Management about a data management workshop showcasing ARM 9.  Program Committee decided to place these two 1-hr presentations in the Teaching and Technology Transfer (Project 4) session.

· Organized a “mini-symposium” on biofuel crop issues for California to be in the Education and Regulatory Section session.  Four submitted presentations in this session will be followed by four invited biofuels presentations and a discussion period

· Kaffka (UC Davis) – Prospects for biofuel feedstock crops in CA

· Hutmacher (UC Davis) – Agronomic aspects of growing switchgrass and other cellulosic biofuel crops in CA

· Wright (UCCE) – Weed control research and challenges in CA biofuel crops

· DiTomaso (UC Davis) – Risk assessment of the potential biofuel crops to become weedy invaders in CA
· Other symposium topics suggested (and of interest in the future) included “R statistics software techniques” and “Using SAS Mixed Models” and “Field Data acquisition and management hardware”
Recommendations for Board Action:
· Follow up on March 2012 discussion on developing a team approach to planning and advertising future symposia.  The idea would be to take a longer view of symposia topics appropriate to the location and themes of upcoming meetings; the Education and Regulatory Chair would be a possible Board connection for this team.

Budget Needs:

Travel support for outside speakers for Biofuels mini-symposium in Education and Regulatory Session (not to exceed $1,000 total).  Only Hutmacher and Kaffka are non-WSWS members and requested support.
Suggestions for the Future:
· Consider revising the Education and Regulatory section chair position to increase contributions to the meeting program.  Currently, the Program Chair receives substantially more Program support from the Research Section Chair than from Education and Regulatory Chair. The board should consider if (and how) the responsibilities for this position need to be updated.

Current Committee Members:

Brad Hanson, Chair 2013

Joel Felix, Chair-elect (Chair 2014)

Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Brad Hanson
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