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WSWS Officer and Committee Report
Spokane Conference Meeting March 7, 2011
Office or Committee Name: Program Committee, separate reports from the Research Section and Regulatory and Education Chairs
Officer or Chairperson Name and Committee Members:  
Vanelle Peterson, Brad Hanson, Marvin Butler

Date of Preparation (include year): February 24, 2011
Activities during the Year:  
2008 Anaheim       328 registered, 126 oral presentations and 56 posters (total 181)

2009 Albuquerque 320 registered, 105 oral presentations and 67 posters (total 172)

2010 Hawaii          240 registered, 112 oral presentations and 70 posters (total 182)

2011 Spokane
      294 registered, 103 oral presentations and 74 posters (total 177) 
      (includes 45 students and 17 symposia only registrations)
Development of the 2011 program was accomplished with Brad Hanson coordinating input for the discussion sections from the section chairs, section chairs contributing ideas for their sections, and Marvin Butler coordinating the Education and Regulatory section.  

The use of the WSSA web site for submission of titles and abstracts went relatively smoothly this year.  There was some grumbling from a very few people about the change but I think that after this year and with continued use the members will be fine with the change.  David Krueger, WSSA webmaster, is very accommodating and was able to help me with some of the issues I ran into such as not having the student papers identified in the sorting initially which made scheduling them difficult.    I would be happy to work with Kai on next year’s program.  Bill McCloskey will be using this for the Proceedings too.
General Session:

Introductions & Announcements – Vanelle Peterson

Welcome to Spokane – Steve Corker, Spokane City Council
Presidential Address – Joe DiTomaso

Science Policy Update – L. Van Wychen

Ice Age Megafloods and the Landscape in Eastern Washington. – Dr. Victor Baker, University of Arizona 

Where Did Our Weeds Come From? – Mick Qualls

Two symposia not counting the Education and Regulatory section:
· Ventenata: Emerging threat to agriculture and wildlands? – Wednesday 8:30 -11:40 am – Ian Burke and Tim Prather, current separate registrations = 6
· Ecological Impacts of Invasive Plants - Thursday 9:30 am- 3 pm – Shawna Bautista and Tim Harrington, current separate registrations = 11 

Coordinated with Joe DiTomaso on finding a new Proceedings Editor.  Bill McCloskey volunteered to be the editor after reviewing the WSSA web site use for the Proceedings.

Recommendations for Board Action:  None at this time
Budget Needs:  
In the summer 2011 meeting the Board allowed for $3,500 to cover costs for both the symposia and the general session.  

The Ventenata symposium did not request any charges to be paid and the Education and Regulatory session has only the cost of internet access in the meeting room ($125/day?).  The symposium on Impacts of Invasive Plants is coming in with a surplus of $585 from donated funds and current registrations. [The symposium on Impacts of Invasive Plants had $2500 donated by the National Park Service and the US Forest Service with registration of 11 at $75 each that brings the total budget for this symposium to $3,325.  Expenses are $2,040 for speakers travel and around $700 for refreshments for a total of $2,740.  Therefore, this symposium at the current budget figures will “profit” about $585]
General session costs are $1,000 honoraria and an estimated $750 for travel for speakers.  Dr. Baker will be using 1 of the complimentary hotel rooms for one night.  A total of no more than $1,750 is estimated for the general session.
Approved amount

$3500

Estimated costs

Ventenata symposium

   $   0

Education & Regulatory 
   $ 125

Invasive Plant symposium
+ $ 585

General session 

   $1,750

Total estimated spent
   $1,290
 
Suggestions for the Future:  
Consider not doing an additional symposium on Thursday in Reno in 2012
Suggested Changes in Operating Guide: 
See next page for suggestions 
Name of Person Preparing This Report:  Vanelle Peterson
Operating Guide

PRESIDENT-ELECT
The President-Elect:
1. Performs the duties of the President if he or she cannot serve.
2. Serves as Chairperson of the Program Committee and in this capacity:
a. Attends as many Sessions and Project programs as possible to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the Society meetings and determine where improvement can be made to fulfill the needs of the Society.
b. Confers with the Chairperson of the Research Section and the Chairperson of the Education and Regulatory Section (members of the Program Committee) in planning the programs for the Society's annual meeting.  A format and theme for the program would be considered by this committee.
c. Solicits symposia ideas from the membership in March of the year prior to the meeting where they will serve as program chair.
d. Drafts into final form a first Call for Papers and delivers the original copy to the newsletter editor and the webmaster by August 1.
e. Ascertains that project chairpersons understand their responsibilities to introduce speakers and to keep the project sessions exactly on time.
f. Develops the program for the General Session of the annual meeting.
g. Arranges for luncheon speaker, if a speaker is desired. Consults with President to determine who will introduce speaker at luncheon.
h. Maintains close liaison with the Public Relations Committee regarding publicity for the meetings and advertisement of the program and speakers.
i. Consults with the Board at the summer meeting regarding funds for travel and/or honorarium for special guest speakers and with the Local Arrangements Committee relative to facilities for the meetings.
j. At the earliest possible date, advises the Local Arrangements Committee on the meeting room needs, including time of beginning and end of each function, estimated seating capacity required, audio/visual aids, public address system, and other special equipment (projection screen(s), projectors, computers, electrical cords/powerstrips, tables, laser pointer).
k. Compiles the volunteer papers into project sessions by general category of abstract content and works with the Weed Science Society of America webmaster on the web site for submission of titles and abstracts.
l.  Obtains from the Chairperson of the Research Section and Chairperson of the Education-Regulatory Section a final agenda to be incorporated into the printed program. This should be done by December 1.
m.  Completes the annual meeting program, submits a copy to the Website Editor for posting, and has it printed by January 15. The programs are sent to the Treasurer-Business Manager for mailing.
n. Mails a copy of the program and room reservation information to each guest speaker with a final request to submit a complete paper for the Proceedings.
o. Confers with President about complimentary luncheon tickets.
p. Requests the Local Arrangements Chairperson to reserve sufficient rooms in the meeting facility to accommodate all guest speakers and provides the Local Arrangements Chairperson with a list of guest speaker names.
q. Keeps all chairpersons and members of the Program, Local Arrangements, and Public Relations Committees advised of all activities of the Program Committee.
3. Serves as Chairperson of the Publications Committee.
4. Presides at the General Session.
5. Performs other duties delegated by the President or the Board of Directors.
6. Communicates with the Program, Poster, Publications, Student Paper Judging, and Local Arrangements committees as the Board of Directors contact person.
7. Organizes a brief Board of Directors meeting immediately following the annual Society meeting and consults with the incoming and outgoing Board of Directors members about needed changes and improvements for the annual meeting. Establishes a date for the summer Board of Directors meeting.
8.  Forwards the President-Elect files to the new President-Elect within six weeks after leaving office.
Deleted item about arranging for an invocation.
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